[Intra-atrial implantation of mitral valve prosthesis in 2 patients with active infective endocarditis complicated by mitral annular destruction].
This is a report of two patients with extensive destruction of the mitral annulus due to active infective endocarditis. Patient 1 was a 66-year-old female and the patient 2 was a 59-year-old male. In both patients medical therapy had failed to control endocarditis and emergency mitral valve replacements were carried out. At the operation special surgical techniques were necessitated, since insertion of artificial valves in the annulus was impossible because of the lack of the annular tissue due to destruction and excision. On the posterior commissure side, mitral valve prosthesis were sutured to the left atrial wall just above the anatomical mitral ring. Furthermore, in patient 2, a bovine pericardium collar attached to the prosthetic valve was sutured to the left atrial wall to secure fixation of the prosthetic valve. The postoperative courses were uneventful in both patients. This technique seems to be useful in patients with mitral annular destruction.